
SERMON ASSF Feb 7 20201 The Word Became Flesh 

John 1:1-14 

Themes: Why did God give us a human? What sort of a human are you?  

 

In the beginning was the word.. This is the passage that I was 

guided to read when I became renewed in Christ.  

 “Oh Good!” I thought. I am going to sit down, read this thoroughly, 

and get to grips with who God is. 

“In the beginning was the Word, and the word was with God, and the 

Word was God.” 

 

 John is an absolute master at using an economy of words: He says 

things that are vast and incomprehensible in very simple terms, so 

simple that a child can accept them but the wisest of the wise can 

never plumb the full depth of them. 

Why call him the Word? Why not say, “In the beginning was Jesus”? 

Because WORD has been translated from logos in Greek. Logos was 

much more heavily loaded with meaning, both for Jew and Gentile. 

In the Greek world of philosophy and religion, the logos was 

believed to be a title given to the creative force, to the ordering, 

intelligent mind of the universe.  

Moving on to the Beginning of Verse 10: 

“He was in the world” 

John tells us that “The Word became flesh.” 

The question for today’s talk is Why? Why did Jesus become a 

human? 

I’m going to borrow an insight from Philip Yancey’s book ”The 

Jesus I Never Knew” which helps us to get an inkling of 

understanding around this: 

“I learned about incarnation when I kept a salt-water aquarium. 



 Management of a marine aquarium, I discovered, is no easy task. I 
had to run a portable chemical laboratory to monitor the nitrate 
levels and the ammonia content. I pumped in vitamins and 
antibiotics and sulfa drugs and enough enzymes to make a rock 
grow. I filtered the water through glass fibres and charcoal, and 
exposed it to ultraviolet light. 

 You would think, in view of all the energy expanded on their behalf, 
that my fish would be grateful. Not so. 

 Every time my presence loomed above the tank they would dive for 
cover into the nearest shell. They showed me one ‘emotion’: Fear. 
Although I opened the lid and dropped in food on a regular 
schedule, 3 times a day, they responded to each visit as a sure sign 
of my designs to torture them. I could not convince them of my true 
concern. 

To my fish I was deity. I was too large for them, my actions too 
incomprehensible. My acts of mercy they saw as cruelty; my 
attempts at healing they viewed as destruction. To change their 
perceptions, I began to see, would require a form of incarnation. I 
would have to become a fish and ‘speak’ to them in a language they 
could understand.” 

 

As do WE need to understand…that for centuries God had often 
helped us humans to see what He is really like. God called on 
various mortals (Moses, Abraham, Jacob, David, Jeremiah, Isaiah..) 
to be His prophets, BUT – even then all we could ever see were 
shadows of God’s presence… 

Let’s pretend that we are the fish in the saltwater aquarium, and 
these two new fish show up. The first fish has lot of whiskers, he’s a 
bit of wild one, and he tells us that there is a very special fish 
coming! It’s all very exciting! This very special fish is going to tell us 
the truth about our tank, and enlighten us on many things!  

This “very special fish” turns out to look a lot like the rest of us: He 
tells us that the Big Looming Presence who terrorizes our tank is in 
fact full of light. The Presence loves us, cares for us, feeds us, 
wants us to flourish. If we mess up The Presence is full of grace and 
will forgive us and let us start again…The Presence won’t scoop us 



out and flush us down the toilet.. and This Big Looming Presence 
wants us to love it too. It wants us to feel at peace, know joy, 
compassion, grace. To do this, we each need to look upon our 
fellow fish with the same love that we should feel for our own self. 

This “very special fish” does some amazing things in the tank.  He 
might indeed look like the rest of us but he has some tricks under 
his fins! Some of the floaters come back to life, the bottom feeders 
gets included…You get the picture.. 

It would be nice to think that now we have heard this wonderful 
message about The Big Looming Presence, that we would all indeed 
be filled with joy, and we would now offer up lots of newfound fishy 
love, and that we would all swim up to the top to greet our keeper 
from now on! 

Nope. 

We fish all respond differently, don’t we? Here’s 5 main types of fish 
we see: 

 Some don’t like this imposter fish changing the old order of 
things, - They had it good, and they had the best part of the 
reef, they don’t want to share it, they want it to stay that way. 
The special fish is a fake, full of fake news. 

 Some fish have a pretty comfortable shell to hide in: They don’t 
really have any need to worry when that big shadow looms 
overhead. 

 Some fish couldn’t care less – They just do what they do, day 
in, day out. Take the food, hide from the shadow. Whatever. 
 

 Some fish are happy to know that the Big Looming Presence is 
kind, they like the sound of him, but apart from that, life in the 
tank goes on, and this new very special fish is a good sort, says 
some nice things. 

 Some fish open their gills a little wider, and breathe in the newly 
invigorating oxygenated water: This very special fish has 
brought new meaning to their life!  They choose to listen and 
accept, and are enlightened. There is no fear of being snared by 
hook, line and sinker anymore! , When the flakes come down, 3 
times a day, these fish swim up to say thank you, and they 



make sure the food gets shared out rather than gobbling it all 
up for themselves. 

What kind of a fish are you? 

I’m going to say that most of us flip flop between the last two. We 
are sometimes lukewarm fans, sometimes ardent followers, or 
somewhere in between.  

 We know that God would like us love him and meet with him, and 
listen to the teachings of the word – the one who he sent to come to 
live amongst us, and show it how it is. 

Yes - Thanks to Philip Yancey’s aquarium, we can indeed 
understand why The Word became flesh.  

The word became flesh so that we could see what God’s true nature 
is like, and to help us wrap our tiny human brains - just a little--
around who God is, and who he wants us to be.  

Are you listening? Do you want to hear it? Can you accept it? 

If you can, then you are one of his precious children! 

Now, I’m going to finish up with a few practical tips for life in our 
aquarium, which can seem a bit murky on occasions..  

1) Love the Lord God with all your heart, mind and soul, and don’t 
worry if you can’t seem to love Him enough: Just remember the 
simple truth…. that God is in love with each of us.  (Cardinal Basil 
Hume says this in his book “Mystery of the Incarnation”) 

2) If you want to read about who Jesus is, this gospel of John… It’s 
a good read! It’s got a really good story about fish in it too! I urge 
you to read some John this week. It’s got 21 chapters, so that’s 3 a 
day. If you are too busy, and I know some of us are… Maybe just 
spend just a few moments thinking about what kind of fish you 
are/want to be.   

3) We have each other, in fellowship, to help keep us swimming in 
the right shoal and in the right direction...  

4) We can meet God any time we want by praying! He is there for US. 



 So there we have it: Keep on swimming against the current, and 
remember who is looking after you throughout this turbulent 
existence…He’s got you, you are a child of his, and he wants the 
best for you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 


