
Revelation 19.6-10 6 Then I heard what sounded like a great multitude, like the 
roar of rushing waters and like loud peals of thunder, shouting: 

“Hallelujah! 
    For our Lord God Almighty reigns. 
7 Let us rejoice and be glad 
    and give him glory! 
For the wedding of the Lamb has come, 
    and his bride has made herself ready. 
8 Fine linen, bright and clean, 
    was given her to wear.” 

(Fine linen stands for the righteous acts of God’s holy people.) 

9 Then the angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to the 
wedding supper of the Lamb!” And he added, “These are the true words of God.” 

10 At this I fell at his feet to worship him. But he said to me, “Don’t do that! I am a 
fellow servant with you and with your brothers and sisters who hold to the 
testimony of Jesus. Worship God! For it is the Spirit of prophecy who bears 
testimony to Jesus.” 

John 2 1-11 

2 On the third day a wedding took place at Cana in Galilee. Jesus’ mother was 
there, 2 and Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. 3 When 
the wine was gone, Jesus’ mother said to him, “They have no more wine.” 

4 “Woman,[a] why do you involve me?” Jesus replied. “My hour has not yet come.” 

5 His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.” 

6 Nearby stood six stone water jars, the kind used by the Jews for ceremonial 
washing, each holding from twenty to thirty gallons.[b] 

7 Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with water”; so they filled them to the 
brim. 

8 Then he told them, “Now draw some out and take it to the master of the 
banquet.” 

They did so, 9 and the master of the banquet tasted the water that had been turned 
into wine. He did not realize where it had come from, though the servants who had 
drawn the water knew. Then he called the bridegroom aside 10 and said, “Everyone 
brings out the choice wine first and then the cheaper wine after the guests have 
had too much to drink; but  you have saved the best till now.” 
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11 What Jesus did here in Cana of Galilee was the first of the signs through which he 
revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him. 

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord – praise to you oh Christ  

 

Prayer  

 

I love John’s gospel and I especially love the fact that it starts Jesus’ ministry at a 

party! 

The wedding at Cana is the first of the seven signs in this gospel pointing to Jesus 

as the Messiah. It is a great story full of joy, full of affirmation that Jesus is a joyous 

and generous man who, like many of us enjoys a party; a celebration of love.  

It is also one of the most mysterious miracles.  

Not mysterious in that it was a miracle about turning water into wine  

We should expect this as Jesus is all about transformation 

Water into wine 

The lost into the found and beloved  

And Death into life 

Secondly Jesus is pointing to a future of God with His people and His people with 

God and this banquet is a foretaste of the great heavenly banquet and also of our 

Communion. 

No I think it is mysterious because of this exchange between mother and son  

Jesus’ mother said to him, “They have no more wine.” 

4 “Woman,[a] why do you involve me?” Jesus replied. “My hour has not yet come.” 

5 His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.” 

Mary has faith in her son. She has seen him grow into both his humanity and his 

divinity. A man who went to be baptised by his cousin John and on whom the Spirit 

rested. She knew his time had come – his baptism had marked his transition from 

preparation- into action in ministry.  
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Did Jesus know his time had come- he says not. So is he hinting that his “time” is 

on the cross where he will be glorified not this life merely working miracles. His 

response certainly doesn’t seem very positive does it “why do you involve me?” 

But Mary doesn’t just hear the words which we read quite boldly, she sees his face 

and his heart. She hears the tone of his voice; was it playful or even teasing.  

She trusts him and turns to the servants to do whatever he tells them, and they 

listen to her and obey her….the rest as we say is history  

 

What does this help us with? 

For me it helps with prayer.  

For Mary’s request was a prayer and Jesus answered it, not in words but in action. 

Action so unexpected and so vivid and so generous that the quality and the quantity 

of wine was commented upon and remembered. Not simply a stop gap, but a lavish 

abundance. Why are we so surprised when our prayers are answered in surprising, 

vivid and generous ways? 

Our prayer for others should not simply a prayer for adequacy, protection, healing, 

or rescue. It is for life in abundance which can only be lived with and in Christ. We 

may never see the effects of our prayer but like Mary we have to trust that God has 

it in hand.  

But this was a two-way exchange and as I said earlier we only have these 

mysterious words, not the non-verbal clues to the exchange. So I want to talk a 

little about the second part of prayer- actually listening to God’s heart for I think 

Mary listened to Jesus’ heart which was for transformation. I also think that Jesus 

was able to do this miracle as a response to her prayer…..Im not saying “if you 

don’t ask you don’t get” but I am saying that God in Jesus responds most 

abundantly when he is answering prayers of the heart. 

 

How do we talk to Jesus and share what is on our heart? How do we listen to 

Christ? How do we hear His prompting? Do we have a prayer conversations or 

merely prayer lists? 

Sometimes we will God speak through a sermon, a book or bible passage that we 

ponder and pause over. I remember vividly reading about Jacob going back with 

Leah and Rachel and puzzling because God was telling me that someone needed to 

go back to their roots. It wasn’t me so who was it that God wanted me to tell to go 



back? I “happened” to be meeting a vicar and after our work was done she confided 

in me that she was thinking of applying for the vicar post at her childhood church. 

Instantly I knew that this message “to go back” was for her. She is now happy as 

vicar there. God spoke to her through me 

Giving time to hear God’s word is so important. 

I told your PCC the church council on Tuesday, God’s answer to my prayer following 

my reading and study of a brilliant book I read in November called “How to lead 

when you don’t know where you are going- leadership in liminal times” A pandemic 

definitely counts as a “liminal” time. 

As I walked the beach wrestling with where God was calling me to lead our church 

in this “liminal time” God answered me in a most unexpected way 

 “you hand over to someone else”.  

It took me a month or so to wrestle with this, testing it to ensure that its God’s will 

not mine, but I am absolutely sure that this is God’s will. Therefore, I shall be 

retiring as your vicar in June. It will be with sadness because I have felt so loved 

here and I love you as a congregation and individuals so much. I will also be sad 

that its not Dave and I retiring together to fulfil some of our hopes and dreams.  

However, it is with a sense of peace and a sense of excitement at what God will use 

me for next, both in the cathedral where I shall be based and in new things I never 

got time to explore when in full time ministry. As well as my day a week Nana time 

with Sam! 

A friend of mine- who doesn’t know my plans wrote this haiku short poem which 

seems quite prophetic  

May be strength lies in letting go  

And moving more slowly with the ebb and flow.  

 

I have learned over the past umpteen years that I can trust God, and I know that I 

can trust you too. Each morning in my prayers I am now praying for your next Vicar 

and church council who will make the appointment through parish representatives, 

the Area Dean, Archdeacon and Church Pastoral Aid Society. That your new vicar 

will feel as loved I have felt loved and will be able to love you as much as I do. I will 

look forward to seeing you go from strength to strength and to visit if invited!  

Commented [KR1]:  



Nine years ago, we set off on a journey together, praying and learning together. We 

didn’t have six stone water jars. But some of you may remember we had a tin bath 

in church to collect the rain from the leak in the roof! We have had an amazing 

ministry together, you truly are like the finest wine, and you will continue to be 

blessed and to be a blessing to your next Vicar. Amen   

 

 

 

 



 


